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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
KnightRidder.com Now Offers Online Ticket Marketplace on BayArea.com 

PR Newswire. New York: May 22, 2001. pg. 1 

The reference teaches displaying to the buyer any offers to sell currently posted by potential 
sellers of the desired number of tickets in the desired price zone, the display including a selling price 
for the tickets corresponding to each offer to sell; determining from the buyer whether the buyer wishes 
to accept one of the currently posted offers to sell or to post an offer to buy the desired number of 
tickets at a specified price. (See. Page 1.) 

The reference fails to teach the display including a specified selling price and a courier pickup fee 
corresponding to each offer to buy. The examiner takes official notice that it is well known to those 
skilled in the art of ticket scalping to provide for delivery services for purchased tickets. Thus, since this 
is an industry accepted practice it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time to have 
included this service in the computer electronic interface of the prior art as motivated by the need to 
increase availability of the tickets. 

The prior art fails to teach the reverse auction format of the claimed invention. The examiner 
takes official notice that this format is well known to those of the art of electronic markets. It would have 
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been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time to have included this feature. The motivation for which 
would be to increase liquidity and price discovery. 

As to the steps of automated payment, the examiner takes official notice that it was well known to 
adopt credit cards deposits and payment in the art to electronic commerce. It would have been obvious for 
one skilled in the art to have incorporated this feature as motivated by the need to increase liquidity. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Richard C. Weisberger whose telephone number is 571 272 6753. The examiner can 
normally be reached during the hours of 6:30 AM to 10:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jay 
Krammerl can be reached on 571 272 6712. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for tmpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Richard C Weisberger 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3693 
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deposits and payment in the art to electronic commerce. It would have been obvious for one skilled in the 
art to have incorporated this feature as motivated by the need to increase liquidity. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Richard C. Weisberger whose telephone number is 571 272 6753. The examiner can 
normally be reached during the hours of 6:30 AM to 10:3OPM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jim 
Trammel can be reached on 571 272 6712. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




^i^J?^ C Weisberger 
Primary Examiner 
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